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INTRODUCTION  
 
 

On February 7, 2008 it arrived. I had been the high bidder on this Lang prototype two 

shutter 35 mm movie projector made by Carl C. Lang of Olean, New York. Bob Wilson, 

the seller, was kind enough to include some wooden patterns, two of which are here 

illustrated, and one part of a Lang 35 mm film rewinder. I want to thank Bob for his 

kindness.  

 

I immediately started searching through my library and of course the internet to find more 

information, than had been forwarded to me by Bob. It soon became apparent that there 

was very little on Carl C. Lang, and The Lang Manufacturing Works. 

 

I wrote to The Olean Historical Society and to a local historian of the same city for their 

help in obtaining more information that might be in their archives. They have not replied 

although I sent a second letter to both. 

 

My other source was the United States Patent office and I am including these patents, 

though I feel there are other patents by Carl C. Lang that I was not able to find.  

 

As for the prototype projector itself it has very many similarities to the Powers 

Cameragraph No 5; it differs however in that it has two shutters rather than one. To the 

best of my knowledge there was only one other machine with external dual shutters and 

this is the Monarch Projector made in Chicago, Illinois. I have been informed by my 

good friend Mr. George Kordelakos that the 28 mm Victor Safety Cinema also has two 

shutters which turn co-axially in opposite directions but are internal. 

 

The machining is of the highest quality and there is also a certain German feel to it, 

attesting to his German background.  

 

At the end of October 2009 I received an email from Kim Hudson of Rochester, New 

York, Informing me that she is the great granddaughter of Carl James Lang and found my 

website http://bioscope.biz/, and although she did not really know her grandfather 

because she was seven when he passed away, but she did know that he knew Thomas 

Edison and George Eastman. One of her aunts, Langôs granddaughter might provide me 

with some information. 

 
The result was that her Aunt, Kathy Stewart of Geneseo New York, did write me and sent 

me the ñFilm Reel Deluxeò brochure which I have added to this book. She also sent me 

patent number 911,412 (Langôs patent film rewinder) as well as newspaper clipping on 

her grandfather which said information is herein partially included, as well as the photos 

in the Lang Family Photo Album section of this book.   
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Carl J. Lang was born in Oppenheim Germany on March 21 1885. As youngster he 

visited the United States every two years with his family and therefore learned English 

well, and finally settled here at the young age of 16 in 1901. 

 

All the information I could find is included in this little pamphlet on Carl J. Lang any 

errors are mine. 

 

Soterios Gardiakos 

June 7, 2008 

 

Mrs. C. Kathy has continued to furnish me with additional information and the family 

photograph included in this monogram and to her I am thankful for making this a more 

complete work on the life and works of Carl J. Lang. 

Soterios 

January 4, 2009 
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