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PEEP   SHOW    PHANTOSCOPE  
 

Phantoscope made by C. Francis Jenkins of Washington DC  
 

This is one of two Jenkins peep show Phantoscope known to me. 
 

New forward June 12, 2008 
 

As I have often said that when one owns a ñthingò it is so difficult to be objective when 

all the facts surrounding it are not there. We think it is more important, older and rarer 

then it may actually be. And what seems apparent is not necessarily so, the ñcontinuous 

strip of paper foldedò as stated in my June 10, 2008 forward, is not so. Jenkins ñpastedò 

the scenes to be shown perpendicular to a strip of paper with a space between each sheet 

to accomplish his illusion of motion.  
 

I went back through my archives and there it was a simple paragraph written by C, 

Francis Jenkins himself in the October 1920 in the Transactions of the SMPE journal: 
 

ñMy own contribution to this line was a Phantoscope toy (U.S. Patent No. 779,364, 

1905) in which a flexible band was employed, the card being attached thereto by 

their lower ends and having a spaced relation of about five thousands inch. This 

close spacing of the cards assured a firm adhesion to the band and to each other.ò  
 

There, we now have a date of 1904 for the patent application and a date of 1905 for the 

granting of the patent. Mystery solved. A Lippincottôs magazine ad of 1909 lists the 

additional patent number 765,580 filed May 7, 1904 and issued July 19, 1904. 
 

 

Forward of June 10, 2008 

 

Jenkins Phantoscope apparently used a continuous strip of paper folded, and as the crank 

was turned it acted as flip cards as in a Mutoscope. Any one having more information and 

literature such as advertisements or better photos of this Phantoscope please write the 

author. I believe this Phantoscope to have been made in the mid 1890ôs. 
 

There are only two references, known to me, on this peep show viewer. 

1) The Ray Bryan Files, Astoria NY  

2) Jack E. Geick article in the International Projectionist, January 1955 (left in as a 

point of reference only, it is obviously incorrect in view of the new findings). 
 

There are two other sources referring to a Phantoscope peep show but I cannot tell what 

specific apparatus they are referring to, possibly to patent number 536,569, issued on 

March 26, 1895,   

3) Internet site http://www.earlycinema.com/atoz/index.html 

4) Charles Musser The emergence Cinema-the American screen to 1907, page 100 

 

 

http://www.earlycinema.com/atoz/index.html
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PEEP   SHOW   PHANTOSCOPE  

 

 
 

women control more than 51% of the personal wealth in the United States, 
 October, 1920, Transactions of the SMPE journal 
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Mina Fisher Hammer, History of Kodak and its continuation, New York 1940  
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The Magazine of Business, Vol. 14 December 1908 



 9 

PEEP   SHOW    PHANTOSCOPE  

 

 
 

Lippincottôs Monthly magazine, Philadelphia, Vol. 84, 1909, p. v 
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McLures Magazine, 1905
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PEEP   SHOW    PHANTOSCOPE  

 

 

 
Phantoscope sheet in the Ray Bryan Files, Astoria NY 

(Left in as a point of reference only, itôs dating is obviously incorrect in view of the new 

findings) 
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PEEP    SHOW    PHANTOSCOPE  

 

From Toy to a Great Industry 
 

III. THE LIVING PICTURE. The concluding article of three in which  are 

detailed the development of the motion picture from its Inception down 

to the present. Originally appearing in òMovie Makersó Magazine, these 

articles attracted widespread industry interest and acclaim as a vital 

contribution to the literature.  

 

By Jack E. Geick  

 

 

Fig. 12  Jenkinsõs Phantoscope viewer moved 

Hundreds of small cards as in a flip -book  

 

 ñA Home viewer marketed by Jenkins between 1894 and 1896 is shown in 

Fig 12. Also called a Phantoscope, this viewer contained several hundred 

individual frames printed on small card, which were mechanically flipped 

when the crank was turned. The sequence in this machine includes a 

performance by a troupe of circus elephants.ò  
 

International Projectionist, January 1955. 
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope 

Collection Soterios Gardiakos 
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope 

Collection Soterios Gardiakos 

 



 18 

PEEP   SHOW   PHANTOSCOPE  

 

 
 

Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope 
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope 

Collection Soterios Gardiakos 
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PEEP   SHOW    PHANTOSCOPE  

 

 
 

Illustrating the how the strip of photos was set up to give the illusion of motion. 

 

S. F. Spira and Eaton S. Lothrop, Jr., THE HISTORY OF PHOTOGRAPHY AS SEEN 

THROUGH THE SPIRA COLLECTION, no place or date, page 186. I want to thank 

Professor Erkki Huhtamo for bringing this to my attention. 
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope patent 765,580 
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope patent 779,364 
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope patent 779,364 
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Jenkins table top peepshow Phantoscope patent 779,364 
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An order for a Phantoscope with a $4.00 draft dated Dec. 16, 1904 

Source: ebay item 360277571830 July 1, 2010 
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LUBINS    HOME    CINEOGRAPH  

 

 
 

Lubinôs Home Cineograph 

Note the similarity between Lubinôs Home Cineograph and Jenkins Peep Show 

Phantoscope, only the base appears to be different different. Jenkins and Lubin had a long 

relationship of working together since 1896. This appeared in the Dramatic Mirror in the 

spring of 1909. Eckhardt, the king of the Movies, page 77. 

 


